100 Scholars that Praised al-Shaykh al-Akbar Muhyt al-Din Ibn al-‘Arabt 
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This is a list of citations from some major scholars that have shown support or 
admiration for the eminent luminary, Shaykh Muhyi al-Din Ibn al-‘Arabr (d. 638). The 
purpose of compilation is to highlight how the majority view for the past centuries, 
contrary to popular belief today, is immense reverence of Ibn al-‘Arabi (may Allah be 
pleased with him). 


1. Abu Bakr Ibn Nuqtah al-Baghdadi al-Hanball (d. 629) 


He said: “Abu Bakr, Muhammad Ibn ‘Alt Ibn al-‘Arabt, from the people of al-Maghrib: 
He inhabited Anatolia; Malatiyyah, QUnyah. He travelled across the countries and 
entered Baghdad. He had beneficial words and poetry in the way of the gnostics 
(‘Arifin), although | do not like [some of what is in] his poetry...”'?). 


2. Muhib al-Din Ibn al-Najjar al-Baghdadt (d. 643) 


He said: “| met him in Damascus and wrote down some of his poetry. What a 
wonderful Shaykh he is!”'?) 


3. Sibt Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 654) 


He said: “Muhammad Ibn ‘Arabi, the famous Shaykh. He was virtuous in the science of 
realities (i.e., Tasawwuf), and had many authored works”"*). 


(1) These lines are attributed to a ‘Umar al-Masri, from a manuscript within the Dhahiriyyah Library (#5661). 

(2) Takmilat al-Ikmal (4/294). 

(3) Ibn al-Najjar (d. 643) dedicated an entry to him in his Dhay! Tarikh Baghdad, of which only some portions 
have reached us. However, this specific entry on Ibn al-Arabl was cited and preserved by scholars and 
historians like Taqi al-Din al-Maqrizi (d. 845) in al-Muqaffa al-Kabir (6/188) and Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani (d. 852) 
in Lisan al-Mizan (7/391). 

() Mir’ at al-Zaman (22/373). 


4. Zaki al-Din ‘Abd al-‘Adhim al-Mundhiri (d. 656) 


He said: “On the night of the 22" of Rabi‘ al-Thani, passed away the honorable 
Shaykh, Abu Bakr Muhammad Ibn ‘Alt Ibn Muhammad Ibn Ahmad Ibn ‘Abdullah al- 
Ta’T al-Hatimi, who is known as Ibn al-‘Arabt, and whose title is Muhyi al-Din”. 


5. Kamal al-Din Ibn al-‘Adim (d. 660) 

He was a student of Ibn al-‘Arabi, transmitting from him in his works"), 
He described him as “the gnostic of his age”). 

6. Abu Shamah al-Maadisi (d. 665) 


He prayed in his Janazah'*) and said about him: “He had many authored works, good 
poetry, and a lot of speech on the path of Tasawwuf”"*), 


7. Jamal al-Din al-Mahmidi -lbn al-Sabuni- (d. 668) 


When speaking about one of his teachers, he said: “He accompanied the gnostic, 
Shaykh Abu ‘Abdullah Muhammad Ibn ‘Ali lon Muhammad al-Hatimi al-Ta7”. 


8. Sadr al-Din al-QdUnawi (d. 672) 
He was a student of Ibn al-‘Arab? and authored a Sharh on his Fusds al-Hikam"), 


He wrote in his testament that he should be buried “while wearing the Shaykh [Ibn al- 
‘Arabi]’s clothes”) and he wanted his body to be carried to Damascus to be buried 
next to him'). 


9. Taj al-Din Ibn ‘Ata’illah al-Sakandari (d. 709) 
He supported Ibn al-‘Arabi in a formal court against Taqi al-Din Ibn Taymiyyah, 


He called him: “The Shaykh, gnostic, Muhyi al-Din Ibn al-‘Arabr’(1, 


 al-Takmilah li Wafayat al-Naqalah (3/555). 

2) See: Bughyat al-Talab fi Tartkh Halab (3/154), (4/145). 

3) Bughyat al-Talab fi Tarikh Halab (11/179). 

4) al-Dhayl ‘ala al-Rawdatayn (Pg. 170). 

5) al-Dhayl ‘ala al-Rawdatayn (Pg. 170). 

®) Takmilat Ikmal al-Ikmal (Pg. 73). 

7) He called it: al-Fukak ff Asrar Mustanadat Hikam al-Fusdas. 

8) al-QUnawi’s Wasiyyah, of which there are three available manuscripts: Hajjf Mahmad (#1940), As‘ad Afandi 
(#3841), and Shahid ‘All Basha (#2810). 

9) Tarikh al-Islam (50/92), al-Wafi bi al-Wafayat (2/141). But it was not feasible, and he was buried in Qdnyah. 
10) See: Tarikh al-Birzall (3/379). 

1) Lata’if al-Minan (Pg. 77). 


10. Qutb al-Din al-Yinini (d. 726) 


While speaking about one of Ibn al-‘Arabi’s students, he said: “He was one of the 
students of Shaykh Muhyt al-Din Ibn al-‘Arabt, (may Allah sanctify his soul and be 
pleased with him)”. 


11. Kamal al-Din Ibn al-Zamalkani (d. 727) 


He authored a Sharh on al-Fusds), and in it he said: “The complete Shaykh, the 
reviver of the truth and the religion, Abu ‘Abdullah, Muhammad Ibn Muhammad, al- 


Maghribt al-Andalusi al-Hatimi al-Ta’1, (may Allah sanctify his secret)”. 


12. Dawid al-Qaysart (d. 751) 


He authored a Sharh on al-Fusus™, in it saying: “The complete Shaykh, Qutb al-‘Arifin, 
the leader of the monotheists, the icon of the verifying scholars, the inheritor of the 
Prophets and Messengers, the seal of Muhammadan sainthood, Muhy? al-Millah and 
al-Din (may Allah please him and be pleased with him)’. 


13. Salah al-Din al-Safadt (d. 754) 


He said: “| have come across his book called a/-Futuhat al-Makiyyah, which is in 
twenty volumes in his own handwriting, and in it | saw intricate, exceptional, and 
uncommon things that | have not found anywhere else. It is as if the scriptural and 
rational sciences have been encapsulated in front of his eyes in a miniature image that 
he can look at whenever he wishes. He would mention a narration or verdict and 
apply it to what he is speaking of whenever he wanted to. This is an elite ability, 
[evidence of] vastness in knowledge, and sharpness of mind and memory. Whoever 
comes across this book will come to know of its stature”), 


14. Siraj al-Din Ibn al-Mulaqqin (d. 804) 
He gave him a biography in his book Tabaqat al-Awliya’™”, 
15. Kamal al-Din al-Damiri (d. 808) 


He said that Ibn al-‘Arabi prospered in Tasawwuf to an extent that none after him 
reached"), 


D Dhayl Mir’at al-Zaman (3/150). 

2) He called it: Nass al-Nusds ff Sharh al-Fusds. 

3) Nass al-Nusus fi Sharh al-Fusus, Jar Allah (#1033), (Panel 4). 
4) He called it: Matla‘ Khusds al-Kalim ff Ma‘Gni Fusds al-Hikam. 
5) Matla‘ Khusds al-Kalim (Pn. 1). 

6) al-wWafi bi al-Wafayat (4/124). 

”) Tabaqat al-Awliya’ (Pg. 469). 

8) Sharh Lamiyyat al-‘Ajam (Pg. 33). 


16. al-Sharif al-Jurjani (d. 816) 


He cited from a/-Futuhat while saying: “The Shaykh, Muhyi al-Din Ibn al-*‘Arabr (may 
Allah sanctify his secret) said...”. 


17. Majd al-Din al-Fayriiz’abadt (d. 817) 


He authored a letter in defense of Ibn al-‘Arabi called al-/ghtibat bi Mu‘alajat Ibn al- 
Khayyat. 


18. ‘lzz al-Din Ibn Jama‘ah -al-Hafid- (d. 819) 


Taq! al-Din al-Maqrizt said: Asil al-Din al-Khidrt told me: Our Shaykh ‘lzz al-Din 
Muhammad Ibn Jama‘ah studied the books of Ibn al-‘Arabl under Muhammad Ibn 
‘Adil -Shirin- al-Tibrizi after being directed to him in his dream by Ibn al-‘Arabi 
himself). 


19. Taqi al-Din al-Fasi (d. 832) 


He said: “Muhammad Ibn ‘Alt Ibn Muhammad Ibn Ahmad Ibn ‘Abdullah Ibn al-‘Arabt, 
al-Ta’T al-Hatimt al-Andalusi al-Murst, the unique Imam, Muhyi al-Din, Abu ‘Abdullah, 
author of many beneficial works, who had many saintly miracles”), 


20. “Abd al-Karim al-Jilt (d. 832) 


He authored a partial Sharh on al-Futahat™, in which he said: “The greatest saint, the 
most major and honored Qutb, the tongue of truth and the teacher of this path, 
Muhyt al-Din, Abu ‘Abdullah, Muhammad Ibn ‘All lbn Muhammad Ibn al-‘Arabt, al- 
Hatimt al-Ta’7 al-Maghribi al-Andalust, (may Allah sanctify his secret)”. 


21. Shams al-Din Ibn al-Jazart (d. 833) 


He said: “Muhammad Ibn ‘All lbn Muhammad Ibn al-‘Arabr al-Ta’l, Abu “Abdullah, 
who is titled Muhyi al-Din, the famous Saf?” , 


22. Shams al-Din al-Fanari (d. 835) 


He said: “The great Shaykh (may Allah be pleased with him) said in a/-Futahat...””) 


) al-Ta‘rifat (Pg. 208). 

2) Paraphrased from: Durar al-Uqid al-Faridah (3/101). 
3) Dhayl al-Taqyid (1/184). 

4) He called it: Sharh Mushkilat al-Futahat al-Makiyyah. 
5) Sharh Mushkilat al-Futahat al-Makiyyah (Pg. 2). 

6) Ghayat al-Nihayah fi Tabaqat al-Qurra’ (2/183). 

7) Misbah al-Uns (Pg. 406). 


23. Taqi al-Din al-Magqrizt (d. 845) 


He cites him while saying: “The gnostic, Muhyt al-Din, Abu ‘Abdullah, Muhammad Ibn 
‘Arabi (may Allah have mercy upon him) said...” 


24. Qasim Ibn QutlUbugha (d. 879) 

His student Shams al-Din al-Sakhawi said that he supported Ibn al-‘Arabr). 
25. Muhammad Ibn Yusuf al-Sanust (d. 895) 

He called him “the verifying scholar”), 

26. ‘Abd al-Rahman -Mulla- Jami (d. 898) 

He authored a Sharh on al-Fusds and he calls him “al-Shaykh al-Akbar”). 
27. Ahmad Zarrigq al-Fast (d. 899) 


He cites him while saying: “Shaykh Muhyi al-Din Ibn ‘Arabi (may Allah have mercy 
upon him)...”") 


28. Jalal al-Din al-Suyitt (d. 911) 


He wrote a letter in response to Burhan al-Din al-Biqa‘l defending Ibn al-‘Arabi called 
Tanbi’at al-Ghabi bi Tabri’at Ibn ‘Arabi, in which he said: “My opinion of Ibn ‘Arabi is 
one that neither groups are content with, not those who elevate him nor those who 
denigrate him. And that is: Believing in his sainthood (Wilayah) while prohibiting 
reading his books”). 


He also called him “Shaykh al-Sdfiyyah”"”). 
29. Jalal al-Din al-Dawwant (d. 918) 


He said: “The leader of the scholars, the crown of the saints, our master, Shaykh 
Muhyi al-Din Ibn al-‘Arabr’'®). 


30. Zakariyya al-Ansari (d. 926) 


He said: “The truth is that [Ibn al-‘Arabr and his followers] are righteous Muslims...”, 
and further mentioned: “A group of knowledgeable gnostic scholars have explicitly 


 Rasa’il al-Maqrizi (Pg. 191). 

2) al-Qawl al-Munbi ff Tarjamat Ibn ‘Arabi (Pg. 142). 

3) Within his Isnad of Mushabakah, from a manuscript of al-Sanist’s Isnads of Tasawwuf (Pg. 15), edited by 
ShafiT Muhammad ‘Abd al-Latif and printed in the University of Algeria. 

4) al-Durrah al-Fakhirah (Pg. 284). 

5) ‘Uddat al-Murid al-Sadiq (Pg. 110). 

§) Tanbi’at al-Ghabt bi Tabri’at Ibn ‘Arabi (Pg. 2). 

7) Husn al-Muhadarah (2/397). 

8) man Fir‘awn (Pg. 11). 


mentioned Ibn ‘Arabi’s sainthood like Shaykh Taj al-Din Ibn ‘Ata’illah and Shaykh 
‘Abdullah al-Yafi‘?”"). 


His student Shams al-Din al-Sakhawi said: “He used to glorify Ibn ‘Arabl and revere 


him, and he would call him a saint”). 


31. ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Nu‘aymi (d. 927) 


He said: “The Shaykh, the gnostic, Muhyt al-Din Ibn ‘Arabi (may Allah have mercy 
upon him)”®), 


32. Ibn Kamal Basha (d. 940) 


He wrote a Fatwa in which he said: “O people! You must know that the great Shaykh, 
the honored guide, the greatest of the gnostics, the leader of the monotheists, 
Muhammad Ibn ‘Alf al-‘Arabr al-Ta’1 al-Hatimt al-Andalust, is a complete Mujtahid, and 
a virtuous teacher. He has great virtues and miracles, and his students are many and 
accepted by the scholars. He who rejects this is mistaken, and if he is adamant on his 
rejection then he has become misguided. It is upon the ruler to discipline him and 
turn him away from this belief, since the ruler is commanded to command good and 


forbid evil”), 


33. al-Hattab al-Maliki (d. 954) 

He referenced al/-Futuhat, calling him “Shaykh Muhyt al-Din Ibn al-‘Arabr’!), 
34. Tashkubri Zadah (d. 968) 

He called him “al-Shaykh al-Akbar”!®), 

35. ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Sha‘ rant (d. 973) 


He was a prolific defender of Ibn al-‘Arabi, having defended him on most issues falsely 
attributed to him or his critics misunderstood”), 


He authored a book called: al-Kibrit al-Ahmar fr Bayan ‘Ulam al-Shaykh al-Akbar in 
which he extracted many benefits from a/-Futuhat and others. 


He said: “The Shaykh, the complete gnostic, the meticulous verifier, one of the 
greatest Knowers of Allah, my master, Muhyt al-Din Ibn al-‘Arabi (may Allah be 
pleased with him). The verifiers from the people of Allah (i.e., the Sufis) unanimously 


D Asna al-Matalib fi Sharh Rawd al-Talib (4/119). 

2) al-Dhayl ‘ala Raf* al-Isr (Pg. 145-146). 

3) al-Daris ff Tarikh al-Madaris (1/167). 

4) Fatwa fi al-Shaykh Ibn ‘Arabi (Pg. 1), from Majma‘ Rasa’il lbn Kamal Basha (5/469). 
5) Mawahib al-Jalil ff Sharh Mukhtasar Khalil (3/128). 

5) al-Shaqa’iq al-Nu‘maniyyah fi ‘Ulama’ al-Dawlah al-‘Uthmaniyyah (Pg. 473). 

7) Refer to his book: al-Yawagit wa al-Jawahir fl Bayan ‘Aqa’id al-Akabir. 


agree upon his preeminence in the various sciences, which is attested to by his own 
books”), 


36. Ibn Hajar al-Haytamt (d. 974) 


He was asked: “What do you think of Ibn al-“Arabre” And he answered: “Shaykh Muhyt 
al-Din Ibn ‘Arabt is from the major gnostic saints, and from the righteous scholars, and 
[my teachers] have agreed that he was the most knowledgeable of his age...” (?) 


37. al-Khatib al-Shirbint (d. 977) 


He rebuked the accusation of disbelief aimed at Ibn al-‘Arabi, explaining that any of 
his controversial statements have correct interpretations). 


38. Abu al-Su‘td Afandi al-‘Imadi (d. 982) 


He was asked about someone who claims that Ibn al-‘Arabi’s book") is a means of 
deviance and misguidance, and he said: “In this book there is the correct path of the 
honored Shariah, but it does contain some words that do not agree with the honored 
Shari'ah. The way of dealing with them is what is authentically mentioned in all 
famous books: That tampering occured, and that a Jew tampered it and altered the 
original speech. As such, caution is dictated upon us in dealing with the original text. 
Also, there was a verdict mandated by the ruler prohibiting that"), commanding it to 
be avoided completely”"®. 


39. Nar al-Din -Mulla- ‘All al-Qart (d. 1014) 


He described him as: “The God-fearing scholar and the unwavering Ghawth, our 
master, Shaykh Muhyi al-Din Ibn al-‘Arabt (may Allah sanctify his secret)”'”). 


He also said: “The Shaykh is relied-upon according to the great Sunni scholars, 
especially the Naqshabandis and Shadhilis, and he is revered by the majority of 
scholars from among the Hanafis, Shafi‘ts, Malikis, and Hanbalis”®). 


 al-Tabaqgat al-Kubra (1/227). 

2) al-Fatawa al-Hadithiyyah (Pg. 210). 

3) al-Siraj al-Munir (4/198). 

4) The book referenced is likely al-Futahat. 

5) Prohibiting denigration of Ibn al-‘Arabt. See: #33 Ibn Kamal Basha and #49 ‘Ala’ al-Din al-Haskafi. 
5) Ma‘rudat Abi al-Su‘td (Pg. 56-57). 

7) Farr al-‘“Awn min Mudda‘ Iman Fir‘awn (Pg. 1), from Majmia‘ Rasa’il al-Mulla ‘Alf al-Qari (6/286). 
8) Farr al-‘-Awn min Mudda‘ Iman Fir‘awn (Pg. 43), from Majma‘ Rasa’il al-Mulla ‘All al-Qari (6/329). 


AO. Zayn al-Din ‘Abd al-Ra’ df al-Munawt (d. 1031) 


He said: “Muhammad Ibn ‘Alt lbn Muhammad al-Hatimi al-Ta’T al-Andalus!, the great 
gnostic, Ibn ‘Arabi. And he is also called: Ibn al-‘Arabi'). He is known as ‘al-Shaykh al- 
Akbar’”(), 


In his Fayd al-Qadir he cited Ibn al-‘Arabi over 200 times. 

41. ‘Abd al-Qadir al-‘AydarUs (d. 1038) 

He said that Ibn al-‘Arabt is from the greatest of saints and gnostics”). 
42. Shihab al-Din al-Maqqari (d. 1041) 


He said: “al-Shaykh al-Akbar, my master whose virtues are mesmerizing, Muhy! al-Din 
lbn ‘Arabi, Muhammad Ibn ‘All Ibn Muhammad Ibn Ahmad Ibn “Abdullah al-Hatimi. 
From the [grand]children of “Abdullah Ibn Hatim, the brother of “Adi lbn Hatim. The 
famous Sufi Faqih”). 


43. Nur al-Din al-Halabt (d. 1044) 
He called him “al-Shaykh al-Akbar”". 
44. Najm al-Din al-Ghazzt (d. 1061) 


He held that believing in Ibn al-‘Arabi’s righteousness and sainthood is the position of 
“the major later scholars, the verifying scholars, and the well-versed Sufiyyah (may 
Allah be pleased with them all)”. 


45, Haji Khalifah (d. 1067) 
He called him “al-Shaykh al-Akbar”!”). 
46. Shihab al-Din al-Khafaji (d. 1069) 


He cited from his Futahat while calling him “al-Shaykh al-Akbar”®), 


Ibn al-‘Arabi is the correct spelling of his name. ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Sha‘rani writes: “Muhyi al-Din Ibn al- 
‘Arabi (may Allah be pleased with him) with Ta‘rif, as | saw in his own handwriting in the book Nasab al- 
Khirqah”. al-Tabaqat al-Kubra (1/227). 

2) Tabaqat al-Sdfiyyah (2/513). 

3) al-Nar al-Safir (Pg. 310). 

4) Nafh al-Tib min Ghusn al-Andalus al-Ratib (2/161-162). 

5) al-Sirah al-Halabiyyah (1/365), (1/441). 

5) al-Kawakib al-Sa’irah bi A‘yan al-Mi'’ah al-‘Ashirah (1/275). 

7) Kashf al-Dhundn (2/1821). 

8) Hashiyat al-Khafaji ‘ala Tafsir al-Baydawi (8/261). 


47. ‘Abd al-Baqi al-Ba ‘It al-Hanball (d. 1071) 
He called him “al-Shaykh al-Akbar”(), 


His son Muhammad Ibn ‘Abd al-Baqi al-Ba‘ll al-Mawahibr documented that he 
narrates Ibn al-‘Arabi’s authored works"), 


48. ‘Ala’ al-Din al-Haskaft (d. 1088) 


He said: “Some of his words do contain things that oppose the Shari‘ah, and some 
people employed far-fetched interpretations to show that it is in line with the 
Shart'ah. But we have become certain that some Jews fabricated it upon the Shaykh 
(may Allah sanctify his secret), so there must be caution in not reading those words. 
And there has been a verdict mandated by the ruler in prohibition so it must be 
completely avoided”). 


49. Ibn al-‘Imad al-Hanbalt (d. 1089) 


He said: “And [died] in it Abu Bakr, Muhyt al-Din, Muhammad Ibn “Alt Ibn Muhammad 
al-Hatimi al-Ta’1 al-Andalusi, the great gnostic, Ibn ‘Arabi’. 


He also called him “al-Shaykh al-Akbar” ©), 
50. Ibrahim al-Kirant (d. 1101) 


He said: “‘al-Shaykh al-Akbar’ refers to Shaykh Muhyi al-Din Muhammad Ibn ‘Alt al- 
‘Arabi al-Ta’l al-Hatimi, al-Andalust, then al-Makki, then al-Dimashqi (may Allah 
sanctify his secret)”'7). 


51. Muhammad Ibn ‘Abd al-Rasil al-Barazanji (d. 1103) 


He authored a book in defense of Ibn al-‘Arabi called al-Janib al-Gharbi fi Hall 
Mushkilat al-Shaykh Muhyr al-Din Ibn al-‘Arabi. 


He cites from al-Fusus while saying: “The great Shaykh, Muhyi al-Din Ibn ‘Arabr (may 
Allah have mercy upon him) said in a/-Fusds...”"°). 


1 al-‘Ayn wa al-Athar (Pg. 106-107). Note: The Dar al-Ma’man edition of the book claims that this is part of a 
citation from Mulla Jami, however going back to a/-Durrah al-Fakhirah we see that this is incorrect and rather 
is from ‘Abd al-Baqi himself. 

2) Mashyakhat Abt al-Mawahib al-Hanball (Pg. 27). 

3) Prohibition of denigrating Ibn al-‘Arabl. See: #33 Ibn Kamal Basha and #39 Abu al-Su‘dd al-‘Imadi. 

4) al-Durr al-Mukhtar (Pg. 347). 

5) Shadharat al-Dhahab ff Akhbar man Dhahab (7/336). 

6) Shadharat al-Dhahab fi Akhbar man Dhahab (3/344). 

7) thaf al-Dhaki bi Sharh al-Tuhfah al-Mursalah ila al-Nabt & (Pg. 7). 

8) al-Isha‘a li Ashrat al-Sa‘a (Pg. 328). 


52. Muhammad Ibn ‘Abd al-Baqi al-Zurqani al-Maliki (d. 1122) 
He called him “the gnostic and the Qutb”), and cited him many times”). 
53. Muhammad Ibn ‘Abd al-Baq} al-Ba ‘IT al-Mawahibi al-Hanbalt (d. 1126) 


He said: “The noble Imam, the teacher of the verifiers, the gnostic, Muhammad Ibn 
‘All Ibn al-‘Arabr al-Hatimi al-Ta’l, al-Andalust, then al-Makki, then al-Dimashq! (may 
Allah sanctify his secret)”"). 


54. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Dabbagh (d. 1131) 
He said: “The Shaykh, gnostic, teacher of the gnostics, Muhyi al-Din al-Hatimft said...” 
55. ‘Abdullah Ibn “Alawi al-Haddad (d. 1132) 


He said: “The Shaykh, the gnostic, the Sufi, Muhy! al-Din, Muhammad Ibn ‘Ali Ibn 
‘Arabr’'), 


56. ‘Abd al-Ghani al-Nabulst (d. 1143) 


He wrote a letter defending Ibn al-‘Arabi called al-Radd al-Matin ‘ala Muntagqis al- 
‘Arif Muhyi al-Din and he authored a Sharh on al-Fusas), 


57. al-Shah Wall-Allah al-Dihlawt (d. 1176) 
He called him “al-Shaykh al-Akbar”(”), 
58. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Ba‘Ii al-Hanball (d. 1192) 


He said: “I read to our Shaykh, the knower of his Lord, Shaykh ‘Abd al-Ghani al-Nabulst 
(may Allah have mercy upon him), the book Fusus al-Hikam of al-Shaykh al-Akbar (may 
Allah sanctify his secret)”. 


59. Ahmad al-Dardir (d. 1201) 
He said that Ibn al-‘Arabt is from the “gnostic saints”). 
60. Isma‘Tl al-Kalanbawi (d. 1205) 


He rejected the excommunication of Ibn al-‘Arabt and defended him". 


) Sharh al-Zurqani ‘ala al-Mawahib al-Ladunniyyah (7/396). 
2) See: Sharh al-Mawahib (7/214), (7/484), (9/122). 

3) Mashyakhat Abi al-Mawahib al-Hanbali (Pg. 27). 

4) al-Ibriz (Pg. 307). 

5) al-Nafa’is al-"Ulwiyyah fi al-Masa’il al-Sifiyyah (Pg. 186). 
6) He called it: Jawahir al-Nusds ff Hall Kalimat al-Fusds. 

7) al-Tafhimat al-llahiyyah (1/77). 

8) Manar al-ls‘ad ff Turuq al-Isnad (Pg. 329). 

9) Minhaj al-Sadiqin wa Tibyan al-Salikin (Pg. 32). 

10) Risalah ff Wihdat al-Wujid (Pni. 9). 


61. al-Murtada al-Zabidi (d. 1205) 


He calls him “al-Shaykh al-Akbar”™ and cites him often in his Sharh of /hya’ ‘Ulam al- 
Din titled Ithaf al-Sadah al-Muttagin”’. 


Note: The following references from scholars praising al-Shaykh al-Akbar Muhyi al-Din 
Ibn al-‘Arabt are after the death of Muhammad Ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab (d. 1203) and 
after the rise of the Wahhabi movement. 


62. Bahr al-‘UlGm Ibn Nidham al-Din al-Laknawi (d. 1225) 
He called him “al-Shaykh al-Akbar” while citing from his Futahat®). 
63. Ahmad al-Tahtawi al-Hanaft (d. 1231) 


He said: “He is: Muhammad Ibn ‘All lbn Muhammad al-Hatimt al-Ta’T al-Andalus, the 
great gnostic, Ibn “Arabl. He acquired all the virtues and was of great ethics and 
nature” (4), 


64. Muhammad al-Amir al-Maliki -al-Kabir- (d. 1232) 
He calls him “al-Shaykh al-Akbar”!), 

65. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Farhari (d. 1239) 

He called him “al-Kibrit al-Ahmar!®”(7), 

66. Ahmad al-Sawi al-Maliki (d. 1241) 

He defended Ibn al-‘Arabr®) and cited him often"). 
67. Hasan al-‘Attar (d. 1250) 


He cited him while calling him “al-Shaykh al-Akbar”"°), 


Taj al-‘Arus (11/346). 

”) See: (2/3), (3/135), (5/21). 

3) Fawatih al-Rahamit (2/435). 

4) Hashiyat al-Tahtawt ‘ala al-Durr al-Mukhtar (6/417). 

5) Hashiyat al-Amir ‘ala Ithaf al-Murid (1/164), (1/207). 

6) Lit. “The Red Gold”. It is said that something is “rarer than red gold” to indicate its rarity. al-Sihah (2/802). 
7) Kawthar al-Nabt fi Usil al-Hadith al-Nabawi (Pg. 165). 

8) Hashiyat al-Sawi ‘ala Tafsir al-Jalalayn (Pg. 862). 

5) Hashiyat al-Sawi ‘ala Jawharat al-Tawhid (Pg. 112), (Pg. 199), (Pg. 214). 

10) Hashiyat al-‘Attar ‘ala Sharh al-Jalal al-Mahalli ‘ala Jam‘ al-Jawami' (2/450). 


68. Ibn ‘Abidin al-Hanafi (d. 1252) 


He said: “He is: Muhammad Ibn “All bn Muhammad al-Hatimi al-Ta'T al-Andalusi, the 
great gnostic, Ibn “Arabi... And if ‘al-Shaykh al-Akbar’ is used unrestrictedly then it 
refers to him’), 


He also said about him: “The Shaykh of the gnostics, the icon of the monotheists, the 
unique Qutb who has accumulated all kinds of goodness, Muhyl al-Din, Muhammad 
lbn “Arabt, al-Maghribr al-Hatimt al-Ta’l, who is known between the people of Allah as 
“al-Shaykh al-Akbar” (may Allah sanctify his secret)”. 


69. Shihab al-Din al-Aldsi (d. 1270) 

He called him “al-Shaykh al-Akbar”?) and cited him over 100 times in his Tafsir, RGA al- 
Ma ‘ani. 

70. Ibrahim al-Bajart (d. 1276) 


He cites “Shaykh” Ibn al-‘Arabr from al-Futuhat and defends him from some 
accusations"). 


71. Baha’ al-Din al-Rawwas (d. 1287) 


He said: “Shaykh Muhyi al-Din Ibn al-‘Arabi’s books were tampered with by people of 
falsehood, (may Allah illuminate his resting place)”. 


72. al-Amir ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Jaza’iri (d. 1300) 


He authored a book called a/-Mawagif which is an almost summarized version of al/- 
Futahat. In it, he refers to Ibn al-‘Arabi as “al-Shaykh al-Akbar”), 


He was initially buried next to Ibn al-‘Arabi before his body was moved to Algeria, and 
his empty tomb remains there until today. 


73. “Abd al-Hayy al-Laknawt (d. 1304) 
He called him a “verifying scholar and a supporter of the religion”). 
74. Shihab al-Din al-Marjant (d. 1306) 
He called him “al-Shaykh al-Akbar”'®), 


D Hashiyat Ibn ‘Abidin - Radd al-Muhtar (4/238). 

2) ‘Uqid al-La’alf fi al-Asanid al-‘Awall (Pg. 425). 

3) RGh al-Ma‘ani (1/11). 

4) Tuhfat al-Murid (Pg. 47), (Pg. 121), (Pg. 128), (Pg. 214). 
5) Marahil al-Salikin (Pg. 113). 

5) See: al-Mawaqif (Pg. 1097), (Pg. 1113), (Pg. 1157). 

7) al-Fawa’id al-Bahiyyah fi Tarajim al-Hanafiyyah (Pg. 6). 
8) al-Hikmah al-Balighah al-Haniyyah (Pg. 200). 


75. Siddiq Hasan Khan al-Qinnawji (d. 1307) 

He called him “al-Shaykh al-Akbar” and “the gnostic”) 

76. ‘Abdullah al-Qaddtmt al-Hanbali (d. 1330) 

He called him “al-Shaykh al-Akbar”'?), 

77. Jamal al-Din al-Qasimt (d. 1332) 

He repeatedly defends Ibn al-‘Arabi'*) and calls him “al-Shaykh al-Akbar”"). 
78. Ahmad Rida Khan al-Baraylawt (d. 1340) 


He extensively defended Ibn al-‘Arabt in his works'® and calls him “al-Shaykh al- 
Akbar”. 


79. Muhammad Ibn Ja‘far al-Kittani (d. 1345) 
He called him “al-Shaykh al-Akbar”!”), 
80. Khalil Ahmad al-Saharanfiri (d. 1346) 


He cited Ibn ‘Abidin citing Ibn al-‘Arabi from al-Futuhat calling him “Sultan al- 
“Arifin’ ©), 


81. Mustafa al-Shatt? al-Hanballi (d. 1348) 


He said: “The Muhammadan inheritor, the complete person, the great gnostic, the 
legendary teacher, Shaykh Muhyt al-Din Ibn al-‘Arabi, who is known as [al-Shaykh] al- 
Akbar, and al-Kibrit al-Ahmar”"®, 


82. Yusuf al-Nabhant (d. 1350) 


He said: “Muhammad Ibn “Ali lon Muhammad al-Hatimt, al-Shaykh al-Akbar, Sultan al- 
‘Arifin, Muhyi al-Din Ibn al-‘Arabr’ (0), 


83. Anwar Shah al-Kashmiri (d. 1353) 


He called him “al-Shaykh al-Akbar” and cites him frequently throughout his 
works"), 


) al-Taj al-Mukallal (Pg. 161). 

2) al-Taj al-Mukallal (Pg. 77). 

3) al-Manhaj al-Ahmad (Pg. 119). 

4) Such as defending him from supposedly saying that Fir‘awn died a believer. See: Mahasin al-Ta’wil (6/58-61). 
5) Qawa‘id al-Tahdith (Pg. 50). 

®) See: Jadd al-Mumtar (5/395) onwards. 

7) al-Risalah al-Mustatrafah (Pg. 166). 

8) Badhl al-Majhid fi Hall Sunan Abi Dawid (6/22). 

5) al-Nuqil al-Shar‘iyyah fi al-Radd ‘ala al-Wahhabiyyah (Pg. 39). 

10) Jami‘ Karamat al-Awliya’ (1/198). 


84. Badr al-Din al-Hasani (d. 1354) 


He said: “al-Shaykh al-Akbar, my master, Muhyt al-Din Ibn al-‘Arabr (may Allah be 
pleased with him) said...”!?) 


85. ‘Izz al-Din al-Qassam (d. 1354) 
He cited al-Murtada al-Zabidi citing Ibn al-‘Arabi calling him “al-Shaykh al-Akbar”). 
86. Muhammad Bakhit al-Mutt‘T (d. 1354) 


He said, while citing him: “al-Shaykh al-Akbar and the seal of Muhammadan sainthood 
(may Allah sanctify his secret)” ). 


87. Muhammad Amin Suwayd (d. 1355) 


His grandson Ayman Suwayd says: “He had a private lesson with some of the great 
scholars on Shaykh Muhy? al-Din Ibn al-‘Arabi’s a/-Futuhat al-Makiyyah. From those 
scholars are Shaykh Hasan al-Ustuwant, Shaykh ‘Abd al-Baqi al-Hasani al-Jaza’irl, the 
Mufti of the Malikiyyah, and Shaykh Muhammad al-Hakim. He used to clearly and 
eloquently interpret its difficult phrases, while justifying them from the Qur’an and 
Sunnah”, 


88. Ashraf ‘Alt al-Tahanawt (d. 1362) 

He authored a book in defense of him called a/-Tanbith al-Tarbi ft Tanzih Ibn “Arabi. 
He also wrote a Sharh on al-Fusas"”). 

89. Muhammad ‘Abd al-‘Adhim al-Zurqani (d. 1367) 


He said: “He is: Abu “Abdullah Muhammad Ibn ‘All Ibn Muhammad Ibn Ahmad Ibn 
‘Abdullah al-Hatimi, Muhyi al-Din Ibn ‘Arabi, the Sufi, the Faqth, the Muhaddith”®?. 


90. Muhammad Zahid al-Kawthari (d. 1371) 
He called him: “The illuminative Qutb and al-Shaykh al-Akbar”!®). 
91. Muhammad Najib Siraj al-Din (d. 1373) 


His son ‘Abdullah Siraj al-Din said: “He read the books of al-lmam al-Shaykh al-Akbar 
Muhy? al-Din Ibn al-‘Arabi (may Allah be pleased with him); a/-Futuhat al-Makiyyah, 


 Fayd al-Bari (1/89). 

2) al-‘Urf al-Shadhi (1/40), (1/133). Fayd al-Bari (1/96), (2/154), (3/78), (4/301). 

3) al-Durar al-Bahiyyah ff Sharh al-Bayqiniyyah (Pg. 36). 

4) al-Naqd wa al-Bayan (Pg. 89). 

5) Sullam al-Wusil li Sharh Nihayat al-Sal (2/594). 

6) Ayman Suwayd’s recorded biography of Muhammad Amin Suwayd in al-Tawbah Mosque, Damascus. 
7) He called it: Khusds al-Kilam fi Hall Fusds al-Hikam. 

8) Manahil al-‘Irfan fi ‘Ulam al-Qur’an (2/86). 

5) irgham al-Murid (Pg. 7). 


which he wrote an index for, explanations of a/-Fusus, and al-Shaykh al-Akbar’s letters. 
These books are available in his library, and he wrote some beneficial comments on 
them’, 


92. Badi‘ al-Zaman Sa‘td al-Nursi (d. 1379) 


He called him a “righteous saint”'?) and classified him among the “verifying scholars, 
the righteous, and the saints”®), 


93. Abu al-Khayr al-Maydant (d. 1380) 


Muhammad Riyad al-Malih included him in the list of his teachers who loved Ibn al- 
‘Arabi, and said that he used to read al-Futuhat every Friday after Fajr‘. 


94. Muhammad al-Hashimi al-Tilimsant (d. 1381) 


He authored a Sharh on Ibn al-‘Arabi’s Shitranj al-‘Arifin), calling him “al-Shaykh al- 
Akbar”! in it. 


Muhammad Riyad al-Malih included him in the list of his teachers who loved Ibn al- 
‘Arabi®), and said that he used to teach al-Futuhat al-Makiyyah and ‘Anqa’ Maghrib"). 


95. ‘Abd al-Hayy al-Kittani (d. 1382) 


He said: “He is al-Shaykh al-Akbar, Muhammad Ibn ‘Ali Ibn al-‘Arabi al-Ta’l al- 
Andalus!, who is buried in Damascus. He was born in the year 560 and passed away in 
the year 638. A group of Huffadh wrote biographies of him such as Ibn Musdi, al- 
Mundhiri, and Ibn Khatimah...”0 


96. “Abd al-Wahhab -Dibs wa Zayt- al-Hafidh (d. 1389) 


Muhammad Riyad al-Malih included him in the list of his teachers who loved Ibn al- 


‘Arabi, and said that he would very often mention al-Shaykh al-Akbar’s merits in his 


lessons'22), 


Y Hawl Tarjamat al-Marhim al-Walid Muhammad Najib (Pg. 50). 

2) al-Kalimat (Pg. 286). 

3) al-Kalimat (Pg. 813). 

4) al-Shaykh al-Akbar Sultan al-‘Arifin wa Baqiyyat al-Mujtahidin (Pg. 759). 
5) al-Shaykh al-Akbar Sultan al-‘Arifin wa Baqiyyat al-Mujtahidin (Pg. 759). 
5) He called it: Anis al-Kh@ifin wa Samir al-‘Akifin ff Sharh Shitranj al-‘Arifin. 
7) Anis al-Kha’ifin fi Sharh Shitranj al-‘Arifin (Pg. 3). 

8) al-Shaykh al-Akbar Sultan al-‘Arifin wa Bagiyyat al-Mujtahidin (Pg. 760). 
9) al-Shaykh al-Akbar Sultan al-‘Arifin wa Baqiyyat al-Mujtahidin (Pg. 760). 
10) Fihris al-Faharis (1/316-317). 

4) al-Shaykh al-Akbar Sultan al-‘Arifin wa Baqiyyat al-Mujtahidin (Pg. 765). 
12) al-Shaykh al-Akbar Sultan al-‘Arifin wa Baqiyyat al-Mujtahidin (Pg. 766). 


97. al-Tahir Ibn ‘Ashar (d. 1393) 
He considered him from the scholars of Tasawwuf™ and cites from his Futahat). 
98. al-Mulla Ramadan al-Batt (d. 1410) 


His son Muhammad Sa‘id Ramadan al-Buti said: “He (may Allah have mercy upon him) 
used to glorify Shaykh Ibn ‘Arabi. He would not mention him except with his title of 
[al-Shaykh] al-Akbar, and he would never allow anyone in his presence to denigrate 
him’), 


99. Abu al-Hasan al-Nadwi (d. 1420) 
He called him “al-Shaykh al-Akbar”"), 
100. ‘Abdullah Siraj al-Din (d. 1422) 
He called him “al-Shaykh al-Akbar”), 


We have now reached the end of this humble list of 100 figures from across Islamic 
history that have praised, condoned, supported, or defended al-Shaykh al-Akbar (may 
Allah be pleased with him). It should be noted that this list is in no way exhaustive and 
could easily reach hundreds just from the sources available to us. 


(0 al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir (29/151). 

(2) al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir (1/207), (1/210), (16/16), (29/151). Maqalat Ibn ‘Ashar (1/272). 
3) Hadha Walidi (Pg. 110). 

(4) Rijal al-Fikr wa al-Da‘wah (3/289). 

'5) Hawl Tarjamat al-Marhim al-Walid Muhammad Najib (Pg. 50). 


Appendix 


As demonstrated above, the majority of scholars held a positive opinion of Shaykh 
Muhy? al-Din Ibn al-‘Arabi, however there is another scholarly position which some 
held to: Remaining silent and leaving the matter to Allah (known as Tawaqquf). 


1. Muhyi al-Din al-Nawawt (d. 676) 


He was asked about Ibn al-’Arabi, and he responded: “{That was a community that 
had already gone before. For them is what they earned and for you is what you have 
earned, and you will not be accountable for what they have done}!1)”(2), 


2. ‘Ala’ al-Din al-QiGnawt (d. 729) 


al-Mulla “All al-Qart said: Our Shaykh Abu Zur‘ah al-‘lraqi said: It has reached me that 
the Shaykh and Imam, ‘Ala’ al-Din al-QUnawl, whose students | have met, said: “We 
must not declare Ibn ‘Arabi himself to be anything, since we are not sure that these 
words were said by him, and nor are we sure that he remained upon them until his 
death, rather we declare that the words are Kufr’””?). 


3. Shams al-Din al-Dhahabt (d. 748) 


He said: “As for my opinion of him: It is possible that he is from Allah’s saints that He 
took towards Him at his death and gave him a good ending. But as for his words, 
those who understand them according to the pantheistic paradigm will realize that it 
is far from the truth”). 


He also said: “If Muhyi al-Din retracted these sayings before his death, then he has 
succeeded; and that is more than feasible for Allah”), 


4. ‘Afif al-Din al-Yafi‘T (d. 768) 


He said, while speaking about him: “Whoever scholars differed on excommunicating, 
my way is to stay slient on them, leaving their matter to Allah”, 


5. Wall al-Din Abu Zur‘ah al-‘lraqi (d. 826) 


His student Taq! al-Din al-Fast said: “Our Shaykh [Abu Zur‘ah al-‘lraqi] mentioned that 
we do not accuse Ibn al-‘Arabi himself of anything”. 


(1) al-Baqarah (2:134). 

(2) Qiladat al-Nahr fi Wafayat A‘yan al-Dahr (5/157). 

(3) Martabat al-Wujid wa Manzilat al-Shuhdd (Pg. 100), from Majmi‘ Rasa’il al-Mulla ‘Alf al-Qari (5/231). 
(4) Mizan al-I‘tidal (3/660). 

5) Siyar A‘lam al-Nubala’ (23/49). 

(9) Mir’at al-Jinan (4/79). 


6. Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani (d. 852) 


His student Shams al-Din al-Sakhawt said: My Shaykh, Imam al-A’immah, al-Shihab Ibn 
Hajar said: “As for lbn “Arabt and those who agree with him, many scholars have 
refrained from attacking their persons for the chance that they retracted, or because 
of them being famous for worship or having many miracles, with the chance also that 
they did not believe in what those words would apparently necessitate, and other 
excuses”), 


7. Sharaf al-Din al-Munawt (d. 871) 


His student Jalal al-Din al-Suyut! said: Our Shaykh, Shaykh al-Islam, the remainder of 
the Mujtahidin, Sharaf al-Din al-Munawl, was asked about Ibn ‘Arabi, and his answer 
was: “Remaining silent about him is safer, and this is what befits every pious person 
who fears for himself”'). 


8. Abu ‘Abdullah al-Qawri (d. 872) 


His student Ahmad Zarruq said: “Our teacher Abu ‘Abdullah al-Qawri was asked about 
Ibn al-‘Arabi, and so he said: He is more knowledgeable in every science than its own 
people. He was told: We did not ask you about this! He said: He was differed on from 
Kufr to being a Qutb. He was asked: And what do you choose? He said: Remaining 
silent” (4), 


9. Shams al-Din al-Sakhawt (d. 902) 


He said: “The safest, wisest, and most just way that serves our purpose is not to 
accuse his person (i.e., Ibn al-‘Arabi’s) of disbelief, rather to judge the words with 
what they necessitate, and this is what many God-fearing scholars believe in”), 


10. Muhammad Ibn ‘All al-Shawkani (d. 1250) 


He said: “I have authored a letter clarifying these people’s (i.e., Ibn al-‘Arabi and 
others like him) beliefs, mentioning their sayings from their books and the scholars’ 
verdicts on them. | completed that book when | was young, but now | stay silent on 
them. | am innocent of whatever they could have said or did that contradicts the clear 


Shart'ah, and Allah did not command me to worship Him by excommunicating 


someone who is apparently from among the Muslims” ®), 


(Y al-‘Iqd al-Thamin (2/295). 

(2) al-Qawl al-Munbt fi Tarjamat Ibn ‘Arabi (Pg. 145). 

3) Tanbi’at al-Ghabt bi Tabri’at Ibn ‘Arabi (Pg. 1). 

(4) ightinam al-Fawa’id fi Sharh Qawa ‘id al-‘Aqa’id (Pg. 81). 
5) al-Qawl al-Munbt fi Tarjamat Ibn ‘Arabi (Pg. 145). 

(9) al-Badr al-Tali‘ (2/37). 


This is an important citation from Taq? al-Din Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728), a staunch 
opponent of Ibn al-‘Arabi, on how he used to revere him because of immensely 
beneficial words in many of his books: 


He said: “| used to be from those who glorify Ibn ‘“Arabl and assume good of him 
because of the benefits | found in his words like much of a/-Futuhat, al-Kunh, al- 
Muhkam al-Marbdat, al-Durrah al-Fakhirah, Matali‘ al-Nujuim, and others” 


A beneficial anecdote about al-Shaykh al-Akbar that shows his character: 


“Abd al-Ghaffar al-Qawsi said: | was told by Shaykh “Abd al-‘Aziz al-Manufi that there 
was a man in Damascus who made it mandatory upon himself to curse Ibn al-‘Arabt 
10 times after every prayer. When he died, Ibn al-‘Arabi attended his funeral and 
walked with the coffin to his grave. Then he sat in a home of one of his admirers, 
facing the Qiblah, and did not get up for lunch nor dinner. After ‘Isha’ prayer, he was 
invited for dinner, and was asked for the reason he sat as such? Ibn al-‘Arabi said: | 
had made a promise to Allah not to eat or drink until the deceased person was 
forgiven. So, | began doing Tahiil (saying: La llaha illa Allah) until | reached 70,000, and 
that is when | saw that he had been forgiven.'?) 


This document was completed on the 21° of Dha al-Hijjah 1445, 27" of June 2024 
Badr al-Din al-Dimashq! 


Dimashaq, al-Sham 


nal! Gy A Laodlg 


() Majma‘ al-Fatawa (2/464). 
(2) Shams al-Din al-Sakhwi in a/l-Qawl al-Munbti ‘an Tarjamat Ibn al-‘Arabi (Pg. 170), transmitting from al-Qawsi’s 
al-Wahid fi al-Tawhid. 


